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[Abstract] 
<Object> 

To charge a customer for his (her) purchase on his (her) IC card in an accurate 
and non-contact manner when the customer purchases items from an automatic vending 
machine via the IC card. 

<Construction> 

A method for controlling an automatic vending machine employing an 
automatic vending machine main control means I, an IC card control means 2 and an 
antenna 4, wherein when items to be purchased-from the vending machine are all priced 
the same, the method is switched to a first control- method, according to which a specified 
amount equivalent to the price of an item is deducted from the IC card and the item is 
dispensed, whereas when the items are priced differently from one another, the method is 
switched to a second control method, according to which an item is dispensed first and 
then, an amount of money corresponding to the price of the item is deducted from the IC 
card. 
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